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Ermanno Olmi Award - 8th Edition

The Ermanno Olmi Award for Best Short Film returns to Bergamo,
international competition aimed at young filmmakers under 30.

Submission deadline: October 11th, 2026
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The Ermanno Olmi Award is back in Bergamo. Established by the Municipality of Bergamo with the purpose
of promoting short films by young directors, the international competition was also created to honour the
late filmmaker from Bergamo.

Aiming to support young filmmakers under the age of 30, the award consists of 3 cash prizes (€1,200, €600,
and €400) and a special mention awarded on a theme chosen by the municipal administration. The winner
of the mention will be awarded a cash prize worth € 300 offered by Federazione Italiana Cineforum ETS.

For this year, the Culture Department has chosen as its theme “Living in the World”: the relationship
between people and the places they inhabit. Ermanno Olmi always explored how landscapes shape human
identity. How can the connection between individuals and territories/places be portrayed, between
memory and urban and rural transformation? What does it mean today to feel part of a place?

The deadline for submissions (fiction, documentary or animation produced in 2025 and 2026), which must
not exceed 15 minutes in length, is October 11th, 2026. (Info_and registration: premioolmi.it/?lang=en).
Each filmmaker can submit a single entry and the submission of an individual and a collective entry at the
same time is not allowed.
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The winners' announcement and award ceremony will be held on Tuesday, December 1st, 2026, at
Bergamo at spazio CULT! Sala dell'Orologio di Piazza della Liberta.

The Ermanno Olmi Award is promoted by the Municipality of Bergamo in collaboration with Federazione
Italiana Cineforum ETS. Technical partner of the Italian Cineforum Federation ETS ---> Bergamo Film
Meeting ETS.

In accord with the Minimum Environmental Criteria - parameters of environmental sustainability for
cultural events - signed by the Municipality of Bergamo, the Prize takes part in the European Green Fest
project: a commitment to both environment and culture, and a fitting tribute to Ermanno Olmi, who,
through his works, was always a keen supporter of environmental preservation.
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